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was appointed dame d'atours, or tire-woman, and Madame de La Rochefoucauld, Lady of Honor.* The new Court was refulgent with a species of glory, which women regard with the same solicitude as men pursue theirs, viz, elegance and beauty. Of the Princesses and the young women who formed the Court of the Empress, it would be difficult to mention one who was not distinguished for beauty.
Among these were Madame Maret, whose lovely face and finely-turned figure were equally admired with her purity of taste and elegance of manner, and Madame Savary, who possessed a countenance and form of equal beauty, but had one fault, which was, that though she dressed well, there was always some part of her costume which did not harmonize thoroughly with the rest. Madame Lannes's fine features resembled Raphael's or Cor-reggio's most exquisite Madonnas. But perhaps the brightest star in this dazzling constellation was Madame de Ca-----y. I often thought she might be compared to-one of the Muses. In her were combined perfect regularity of features with an indescribable charm of expression,, a profusion of soft, rich, silken hair, and a shape replete-with grace and elegance.
Madame Durosnel's attractions consisted in her fine blue eyes, overhung by long and glossy lashes; in her fascinating smile, which discovered a set of the finest ivory teeth in the world; a profusion of fair hair, a hand, and foot cast in the finest proportion, and a general, elegance of manner which indicated a cultivated mind.. Madame Durosnel was married some years later than I,, and her husband was old enough to have passed as her father.
The households of the Princesses were formed with a more direct view to the FUSION SYSTEM than even that of the Empress Josephine; for the individuals about them,
* I never could comprehend the Emperor's intention in appointing Madame de La Rochefoucauld to that important post; it is certain that she never wished for the situation. The Empress Josephine was indeed obliged to press her to accept it, and, notwithstanding this, she frequently wished to relinquish it. In person this lady was small and ill-made, but she was a high-minded and sensible woman, and therefore she was necessarily subject to some degree of restraint and annoyance in the situation she held in the most pompous and fashionable Court in Europe.